A BISHOP OP THE TWELFTH CENTUEY,
To the sceptical student of the nineteenth century the ec-
clesiastical biographies of medieval Europe are for the most
part unprofitable studies. The writers of them were generally
monks. The object for which they were composed was
either the edification of the brethren of the convent, or the 5
glorifying of its founder or benefactor. The Holy See in con-
sidering a claim to canonisation disregarded the ordinary
details of character and conduct, It dwelt exclusively on the
exceptional and the wonderful, and the noblest of lives pos-
sessed but little interest for it unless accompanied by evidences 10
of miracles, performed directly by the candidate while on
earth or by his relics after his departure. Instead of pictures
of real men the biographers present us with glorified images
of what, in their opinion, the Church heroes ought to have
been. St. Outhbert becomes as legendary as Theseus, and 15
the authentic figure is swathed in an embroidered envelope
of legends through which usually no trace of the genuine
lineaments is allowed to penetrate.
It happens however, occasionally, that in the midst of the
imaginative rubbish which has thus come down to us, we en- 20
counter something of a character entirely different.   We find
ourselves in the hands of writers who themselves saw what
they describe, who knew as well as we know the distinction
between truth and falsehood, and who could notice and ap-
preciate genuine human qualities.   Amidst the obscure forms 25
of mediaeval history we are brought face to face with authentic
flesh and blood, and we are able to see in clear sunlight the